CARE: What you need to know about WASH in Emergencies
In any emergency, CARE aims to provide water, sanitation and hygiene to those affected whether they are camp based or home based.  WASH is one of three priority sectors in CARE's emergency response strategy. CARE has considerable and significant experience in the WASH sector across its global programmes, reaching over 70 countries. CARE is a member of the UN IASC WASH cluster and is committed to improve system-wide preparedness and technical capacity to respond in a timely and effective manner to humanitarian crises. 
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The main objective of WASH programmes in disasters is to reduce the transmis​sion of faeco-oral diseases and exposure to disease-bearing vectors through the promotion of:

· good hygiene practices
· the provision of safe drinking water
· the reduction of environmental health risks 
· the conditions that allow people to live with good health, dignity, comfort and security.
What to do in an Emergency: Checklist 
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WASH Assessment:

( Where coordination exists develop joint inter-sectoral and WASH assessment format pre-emergency through cluster 

( Where possible train partners to undertake assessment pre-emergency

( Coordinate with other sectors in early stages to share information
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( Coordinate with WASH cluster to ensure no duplication and develop joint assessment if possible

Programme planning:

( Ensure assessment information directly inputs to programme design, including cultural and gender factors in selecting interventions

( Think about exit strategy and transitioning (i.e. emergency to semi permanent interventions) so that phasing out of emergency interventions such as water trucking can occur, as well as handing over as appropriate 

( Coordinate plans and approaches with other agencies 

( Think about using local materials and supply chains to avoid reliance on importing materials including for NFIs

( Take a participatory approach and ensure community participation at all stages

Programme Implementation:

( Develop programme in “holistic” sense, integrating water supply and sanitation with software approaches, to ensure different aspects work together as a team

( If working with contractors, closely monitor work according to drawings/BOQ and develop checklists 

( Work closely with community leaders and people living in camps and integrate inputs

( Coordinate with other agencies and phase work according to overall strategies, i.e. upgrading and introducing semi permanent facilities according to overall known plans 

( Pay close attention to maintenance and continuously monitor to ensure facilities are working properly 
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For more information please contact:   CARE Australia/CARE International �Senior Emergency Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Sector Specialist 
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See CARE Programming Guidelines: Chapter – 8.1 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene











